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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:ASEC, PINS 

SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT OF THREAT SITUATION IN CARACAS FOR 
AUSTRALIAN DFA SECURITY 

1 . RURAL INSURGENCY IN VENEZUELA HAS BEEN ON THE INCREASE 
OVER THE LAST YEAR, ESPECIALLY IN THE EASTERN STATE OF 
ANZOATEGUI. RANCHES HAVE BEEN RAIDED, A BUS STOPPED, AND 
SEVERAL SMALL TOWNS BRIEFLY ' OCCUPIED" BY LEFTIST INSUR- 
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GENTS WHO HARANGUED THE POPULATION ON THEIR REVOLUTIONARY 
IDEOLOGY. 

2. THE RURAL ATTACKS HAVE BEEN COMMITTED BY INDIVIDUALS 
CLAIMING MEMBERSHIP IN THE BANDERA ROJA (BR) GROUP OR 
THE BR SPLINTER GROUP, THE BR/MARXIST-LENINIST. THE 
GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA DENIES THAT THE EXTREMISTS ARE 
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POLITICALLY MOTIVATED, BUT IT HAS BEEN EMBARRASSED BY 
THEIR SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO FOCUS NATIONAL ATTENTION ON 
THEIR ACTIONS. GOVERNMENT FORCES HAVE ACHIEVED PARTIAL 
SUCCESS AGAINST THE GUERRILLAS, RECOVERING SEVERAL ARMS 
CACHES AND CAPTURING SEVERAL BR LEADERS. 

3. DESPITE LINKS TO URBAN FRONT GROUPS, EXTREMIST ACTIVITY 

IS CONCENTRATED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY IN THE COUNTRYSIDE. THE 
ONLY MAJOR TERRORIST INCIDENT OF INTERNATIONAL CONCERN TO 
OCCUR IN CARACAS IN SEVERAL YEARS WAS THE STILL UNSOLVED 
KIDNAPPING OF AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN, WILLIAM NIEHOUS, IN 
EBRUARY, 1976, BY THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMANDOS, A 
PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN GROUP. 

4. ALTHOUGH URBAN TERRORISM IS NOT A PROBLEM, URBAN 
VIOLENCE DOES EXIST IN CARACAS. IN ONE OF THE LOWER 

CLASS NEIGHBORHOODS MASKED TEENAGERS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
PUBLIC DISORDER IN DECEMBER, 1977. IN THE PAST FEW WEEKS, 
STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE OCCURRED IN SEVERAL 
VENEZUELAN CITIES, ONE OF WHICH RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF 
A STUDENT. IN CARACAS, IT WAS REPORTED THAT 84 HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS WERE INJURED AND 108 ARRESTED ON 
FEBRUARY 23, DURING DISTURBANCES. THESE ARE THE FIRST 
REPORTED DISTURBANCES TO OCCUR IN CARACAS FOR SOME TIME. 
THEY COME AT A TIME WHEN THE POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE IN 
CARACAS IS EXPECTED TO BECOME MORE INTENSE AS THE 
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DECEMBER PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION APPROACHES. 

5. THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS LOU. A REVIEW OF ALL 
CLASSIFIED INFORMATION REVEALS NO INFORMATION THAT WOULD 
SPECIFICALLY AFFECT AUSTRALIAN INTERESTS IN CARACAS. 

6. IF FURTHER INFORMATION IS REQUIRED, PLEASE CONTACT 
RSO CARACAS. VANCE 
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